CHINA   &   THE   CHINESE
"HULLING"   THE   GATHERED    GRAIN Before the rice is ready for consumption the hard outer husks must be removed, for which purpose the Chinese workman is busily ladling out the grain with a scoop, and so transferring it
to the circular crusher Photo, Maynard Owen Williams
Buddhist and Taoist, will be engaged, that no risk may be run in following the wrong road ; a great feast must - be set out; mourning for the relatives; bands of musicians in relays to howl and scrape all and every day and night; cartloads of fire-crackers to keep pace with the musicians and scare the evil spirits and delight the youth of the neighbourhood ; paper models of all the furniture and other articles once valued by the deceased, to be ceremoniously burned, that he may have them for use in the next world; paper money to be burned or scattered behind the funeral cortege, the idea being that the demons will be kept so busy picking up the money that the coffin will arrive first at the graveyard; dozens of rapscallions and ragamuffins to carry
banners, umbrellas, and other emblems, and to respond with a yelling chanty chorus to the shouts of the overseer, as the procession winds its way to the ancestral cemetery.
For   the   feast    some financial help is  always forthcoming,    for   every guest   contributes "a recognized   share  in money.    In fact, anyone who  is prepared to put down,   say,   1,000   cash (about 2S. 6d.), to display a mourning band of white, and to howl and groan nicely,   can  join  in  the banquet. The more guests there are the greater will be   the   "face*1   of   the feast-giver.   Needless  to say, the guests, even the near relatives, will secure full value   by  eating  or decamping   with    every article of food they can lay hands on,  the host being too prostrated with grief to interfere.     One prospective host on  his way to  market  to buy meat for  the feast wa& actually robbed of all the money by I crowd of his own relatives.   He made another   journey,   bought   the   meat, got it  safely   home.     But  the  night before the feast thieves broke in and carried  off every scrap,  leaving only vegetables for the guests.   The loss of "face" was terrible, but the host was not going to run any more risks, and there the coffin remained for his son to bury it in the years to come.
Whether all this tawdry display aad ostentatious grief is designed by the Chinese to hide their deeper emotions we cannot say. The writer has witnessed many a Chinese funeral, and each has been just of this character. The intense beauty of solemnity is absolutely unknown in China. Dignity and simplicity in such a connexion aft
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